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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Dear Members,
As we approach the end of the year, I wish to 
give you an update on how the Yarraville Club 
has been travelling for the past 12 months.
Most of you will be aware that we have taken 
over the Bistro in-house and are producing 
some fantastic meals, and a lot of our 
members are enjoying the new look food 
offering. I am personally proud of management and our 
kitchen team members. They have worked hard to put 
together a professional team that can cook and deliver at 
a higher level of excellence. The food offering is the heart 
and soul of the club. It brings family and friends together. 
It represents the essence of fellowship and a sense of 
belonging.
A special thanks to our CEO Mr Chris Byrne for putting a 
brand-new team together in the kitchen after 9 years of 
having the kitchen outsourced. It has taken Chris and his 
team Scott (Operations Manager) and Rajeev (Head Chef)  
an innumerable amount of effort and uncompromising 
determination to get the Bistro thriving as a community 
hub.
In keeping with our modernisation and master plan, we 
completed the bathroom renovations in August this year. 
The attention to detail and the standard of materials and 
workmanship is second to none. I am happy to report 
that the toilet renovations near the entrance of the club 
have been extremely well received. It is a start in the right 
direction for the upgrades we have planned for the Club 
based on our master plan and footprint.
We are also extremely excited with our new branding 
that we recently rolled out. The style and colours are rich, 
vibrant and give the club a fresh and modern look.
Members have taken to the upgraded sports bar with 
great enthusiasm. The sports bar is usually at capacity 
during Friday nights and sporting day events. The Grand 
final was a great success. I hope to see you there during 
the spring carnival. 
The alfresco project is still in the hands with council. We 
are currently nutting out some issues which we hope are 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS REMINDER
Remember to renew your Yarraville Club Membership to 
take advantage of benefits and rewards including a $25 
Meal Voucher on your birthday.
Just ask our friendly staff to help you next time you are in 
or give us a call on 9689 6033.

MEMBERS COMMUNITY BUS
We have a new and comfortable Community Bus to get 
you to the Club in style. Available for Club Members on 
Friday and Saturday nights. To book call 9689 6033 and 
speak to one of our friendly staff members.AGM NOTICE

2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Sunday 24th November. 
We invite all Members to attend this meeting to  

catch-up with other Members and also get an update 
from the Board of Directors about what is happening 

at the Club.
Refreshments will be provided in the 

Sports Lounge after the meeting.
Registration is at 10.30am with the meeting to 

commence at 11.00am.

resolved in the near future. The alfresco will be a great 
meeting point for members during the warmer months.
From a financial standpoint, the Club is travelling well, is 
trading profitably and is cash stable.
The 2019 financial accounts will be tabled at the Annual 
General Meeting to be held on Sunday 24th November 
at 11.00am.  As a full member, I strongly urge you to 
attend as it is a time to celebrate the year and meet with 
all members, staff and Board of Directors.  Following 
the AGM, all members are invited to join us for light 
refreshments in the Sport’s Lounge.  
With all your support we can continue to operate for 
years to come enhancing your leisure time by providing 
professional & friendly service in a warm environment for 
the greater community.
I wish to remind you that the vision of the Yarraville Club 
is to be the premier entertainment facility in the inner 
west. With that in mind, our functions with live bands and 
entertainment are a talking point in the local community. 
Our latest shows have been sell outs. 
I appreciate your continued support and patronage of 
our club and look forward to seeing you at the club with 
your family and friends. As always, refer a friend to be a 
member. 

Yours Faithfully
John Papazisis 

Chairman
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Join us on Thursday October 31st for our Annual 
Halloween Party.  From 5.00pm in the Function Room.  
Movie, Magician, Face Painting and lots more fun.  Book a 
table for dinner and enjoy the night with us. 

LIFESTYLE EVENTS

Catch up on all the excitement of the Spring Racing 
Carnival and watch races live on the Big Screen.  Get 
a group of friends together, dress up and come and 
have lunch in our Bistro and enjoy a great day out. 

MAHJONG
Free at the Club every Wednesday night.  Come along and 
enjoy a fun night out with friends.

TRIVIA NIGHT
Are you a Trivia Buff?   Yarraville Club has the night out for 
you!  Every Thursday night in our Sports Lounge, teams 
and individuals compete for some great prizes.
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Supporting your community since 1905
Your Community. Your Club.

With donations exceeding  
$1,000,000 in support of  

our local community  
over the last 6 years,  

the Yarraville Club is proud  
to support our community  

who support us.
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COMMUNITY UPDATE

YARRAVILLE CLUB & MELBOURNE CITY 
ROOFTOP HONEY PARTNERSHIP
WINNER – CCV AWARDS NIGHT - BEST 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT.
About 12 months ago, Chris Byrne explored the possibility of 
having Bees in the roof at Yarraville Club. 
Melbourne City Rooftop Honey are beekeepers with a vision of 
bringing bees back to the city and the suburbs of Melbourne.  
Their aim is to raise awareness of bees and the vital role that 
they play in our ecosystems and to be part of a global effort to 
help save the honey bee from the various threats of disease and 
human habitation. 
After site inspections to check suitability our bees finally arrived,  
and on 11 September this year, we received our batch of 
delicious Honey produced by our sponsored Bee Family.
At the recent CCV 
Awards Night, 
Yarraville Club was 
awarded 
BEST 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY  
PROJECT

SEDDON COMMUNITY BANK
Now in it’s 4th year, Yarraville Club once again hosted the 
Seddon Community Bank Branch Pitch night which bought all 
local businesses and communities together to raise funds for 
groups in need. Since it has been going, this project has handed 
over $83,400 to help support local programs and projects that 
benefit the whole community
This year 15 local 
groups presented 
on the night and 
a total of $23,760 
was raised and 
distributed 
among the very 
appreciative groups.

ENVISION HANDS - COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT
In conjunction with Seddon Community Bank, Yarraville Club 
became involved in the Envison Hands project which collects 
plastic recyclable bottle tops and turn them into filament for 
3D printers, and then making hands for kids.  We have been so 
happy with the response from customers and the amount of 
bottle tops collected is still growing.

Every year the Yarraville Club are involved in Operation Plum 
Pudding where proceeds from raffles held at the Club throughout 
the year are put towards providing assistance around Christmas 
time for the less fortunate in our community as well as assisting 
towards the funding of School Scholarship projects for students 
in the local area.
We look forward to continuing this support through the Club 
once again in 2019.
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DINING

There’s Something For Everyone –  
Come Dine With Us

CHRISTMAS DAY 
LUNCH

Don’t forget to get in early for 
Christmas Day Lunch bookings.  
Let us do all the work whilst you 

sit back with your family and 
friends and enjoy a delicious lunch 
prepared especially for you.  Book 

online via our website  
www.yarravilleclub.com

END OF YEAR CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS
If you are planning an end of year Christmas Party with your  friends or work 
get together, let us help put together a great lunch or dinner out!
Call the club to book! 

YARRAVILLE CLUB BISTRO
In February this year the Club took back control of our Bistro & 
Functions department. Previously, the food had been operated by 
our contract catering partners.
Whilst this catering model had worked for the Club for many 
years, it became evident over the last 12 months that the current 
model was not working for the club and it was the view of the Club 
Board of Directors that we needed to look at a new `food model’.  
It was decided that the best model was for the Club to run it 
ourselves.   This would ensure that we could deliver a `Value for 
Money’ food offering and respond directly to the needs of our 
members.
The results have paid off for everyone with quality food and 
service being delivered to our members and club visitors 7 
days a week.  If you have dined with us recently, you would have 
seen the large numbers of customers who are frequenting the 
bistro.  Based on the positive feedback we are receiving from our 
customers, we believe we are delivering what everyone wants.

We are running a modern Australian menu that has something 
for everyone from the “Traditional Club Favourites” through 
to Seniors & Vegan/Vegetarian options.  We also feature an 
extensive ‘Specials’ menu that ensures there is always something 
new on offer.  We also feature a premium steak offering and the 
feedback we are receiving regularly is that we serve some of  
the best steaks in town
Our theme nights dinners are on offer Monday to Thursday.  
Make a booking and try them out.
Mondays Pizza & Pasta Night
Tuesdays Parma Night “Parmas of the World”
Wednesdays Steak & Seafood Night
Thursdays Ribs & Burgers Night
Why not make a booking one night soon to check out what we 
have on offer.  You can book via our website at  
www.yarravilleclub.com.au   We encourage you to book to avoid 
disappointment as we are now regularly heavily booked. 
Our friendly team in the Bistro will be only too happy to serve you 
and guide you through our menu.

Chris Byrne
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DINING

RECIPES WITH RAJEEV
Head Chef Rajeev shares his delicious Whiskey & Honey 
Glaze Pork Belly Recipe with you. This is even more special 
as he has used the Honey produced by our family of 
Rooftop Honey Bees - Let us know how you go!

WHISKEY & HONEY GLAZE PORK BELLY 
With Apple & Celeriac Slaw & Lemon Balm 

Ingredients:
• 250ml Tennessee Whiskey
• 1 Star Anise
• 800g Pork Belly
• 2 Teaspoons each of soy sauce & sesame oil
• 1 Teaspoon Ketchup
• 4 Teaspoons Fresh Honey
• ½ Celeriac
• 1 x Granny Smith Apple
• 1 x Tablespoon Olive Oil
• Juice of half lemon

Method:
Heat Oven to 200 C
Pour 100ml of whiskey into a small shallow tray and add 
Star Anise. Season Pork Belly and add to tray.  Cover with 
foil and bake in over for 2-3 hours. Remove from oven and 
let cool for at least 1 hour.
Sauce:
Mix ketchup, soy sauce, remaining whiskey & honey in a 
small pan. Set over a high heat for 5 minutes until thick and 
syrupy.  Pour over the Pork Belly and roast for 10 minutes.
Celeriac & Apple Slaw:
Slice Celeriac & Apple into julienne strips and mix with 
lemon juice & olive oil, and a pinch of salt in a bowl.
To Serve: Place Pork Belly on plate and arrange the 
Celeriac & Apple Slaw  on top.

Create Rajeev’s Recipe & post 
on Facebook for your chance 
to win a $100 Bistro Voucher. 
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FAMILY

We have something for everyone at the Club
Like us on Facebook for your 

chance to win a 
SENIOR’S LUNCH VOUCHER 

FOR 2 PEOPLE.

MORNING MELODIES
Don’t forget to book your table for 
Morning Melodies for the remainder 
of the year. It’s a great day out!

Get some friends together and enjoy 
our Seniors Meal Deal available for 
lunch from Monday to Saturday. We 
can cater for big bus groups, special 
outings, Christmas functions and all 

sorts of get-togethers.
Book a table now and come along 

for a day out with us.

Delicious 
SENIORS DEAL

 21ST OCTOBER 
MARCIA RAE

18TH NOVEMBER 
MARK CALIGIURI  
AS ELVIS

16TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 
WITH PAUL HOGAN

For more information please call Rita on 9689 6033
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WOW!  What a show…….Dinomania came to life in July 
and it was great fun for big and small…..

Optimus Prime & Bumblebee  with special friends.

KIDS MENU
(For kids aged 12 years and under)

$11.00
Includes a Fruit Juice or a Soft Drink 

(change the drink to a Kids Milk Shake 
– add $3.00)

Chicken Nuggets & Chips
Margarita Pizza
Hawaiian Pizza

Roast of the Day
Battered Fish & Chips

Chicken Schnitzel & Chips
(upgrade to a Parma option – add $2.00)

Calamari & Chips
Spaghetti in Napoli Sauce

Mac n Cheese Pasta
Spaghetti Bolognaise

 Dessert
Frog in the Pond Dessert $3.00

Vanilla Ice Cream & Topping $3.00
Choc Top $5.00

SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN
The whole family was entertained at our School Holiday 
Fun days this year with a spectacular Dimomania Show in 
July which had everyone up and dancing followed by the 
ever popular Optimus Prime & Bumblebee putting on a 
perfomance and a half in September.
With some special magic from “Pete the Magician” and 
Face Painting after these shows, a great day was had by all!
Keep a look out for new and exciting School Holiday Fun in 
2020.

GIRONOMO’S WEEK NIGHT 
KIDS MEAL DEAL

Kids Eat for $6.00*
Available for orders purchased before 6.30pm Monday to Friday 

*with the purchase of an adult main meal 
*excluding public holidays
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Name:....................................................................................................................  

Parent’s Phone Number: ...................................................   Age:.......................

Please drop off at the Yarraville Club – 135 Stephen Street Yarraville to Win!

4  CHANCES TO WIN!!
WIN A FREE KIDS MEAL EACH 
WEEK FOR A WHOLE YEAR IN 2020*

WIN 2 KID’S TICKETS TO SCHOOL 
HOLIDAY SHOWS IN 2020*

CONDITIONS APPLY
* 1 Free Kid’s Meal per week for 12 months. 
* Non Transferable 
* Draw Monday 16 December
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TARA – FOH MANAGER 
Originally from Northern Ireland, 
Tara has been living and working 
in Melbourne for four years. She 
returned to the  
club in June this year as FOH 
manager.  Her primary role is 
working with the bistro team and 
kitchen to ensure every customer 
has a fantastic experience dining 
at the Yarraville Club.
Tara enjoys the fast pace of working as part of a team 
during busy services but also loves to catch up and have a 
chat with regular customers.
In her free time Tara loves to read books, preferably with a 
glass of wine, or catch a movie at the Sun Theatre.

TOM – DUTY MANAGER 
Tom’s primary roles are being 
Team Leader in the Bistro, 
ordering supplies for the venue 
and making sure all Functions 
including Live Shows are set and 
ready to go.
Why Tom enjoys working at 
Yarraville Club – “ I really enjoy 

 Welcome
how the Club caters to all ages and communities and I 
enjoy meeting and interacting with lots of diverse people.  
I also enjoy working with a team that provides great service 
to all who attend the Club”
Tom’s interest outside of work include being a devoted 
North Melbourne supporter, playing Basketball in a men’s 
competition at MSCA on Sunday nights and having a 
Bachelor of Sports Science, has a passion for fitness.

RAJEEV – HEAD CHEF 
Rajeev started with the Club in 
April this year and since that 
time has created some mouth 
watering additions to the menu.  
He previously worked at Richmond 
Social.
He enjoys the challenge of 
providing interesting and exciting 
food for the diverse range of 
customers who dine here at the Club and will continue 
to work with the Management Team at updating and 
bringing a range of exciting dishes for everyone to enjoy.
In his spare time, Rajeev enjoys keeping fit by Boxing, and 
also enjoys spending time with his family and cooking 
them delicious meals at home.  Lucky Family…
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STAFF NEWS

FUNDRAISER FOR CAT
When things get tough, knowing that you have a good support 
group can make so much of a difference.  When Cat was recently 
diagnosed with Breast Cancer, the staff rallied around and 
organised a fundraiser to give her a helping hand whilst going 
through treatment.  Jayde, Lisa, Anna & Jules all gave their time 
and with amazing effort managed to put together a wonderful 
Sunday afternoon with raffles, door prizes & auctions. 

Well done to the everyone involved, and a big thankyou to 
friends and family and the club community who attended and to 
everyone who donated wonderful prizes and items for auction

SCOTT PHILLIPS 
HAPPY 40TH BIRTHDAY
Congratulations to our Operations 
Manager on celebrating a very special 
Birthday!

IT’S A BOY - Con & Dorothy recently welcomed the arrival 
of their baby boy Antoneil.  He is doing well and growing fast!  
All the best to you all.

A big thank you to all Staff that have been instrumental in 
getting the Club back on track over the last 10 months.   
A great team working well together.
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LIFESTYLE -  GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Riley Nottingham
We recently caught up with Riley, who has worked at the Club, is a 
Board Member and is now a successful Actor, Producer & Writer on 
various ventures  stage and TV.  Let’s get to know a little bit about Riley.

YVC:  Where did you grow up and what was your family 
life like?
Riley:  I grew up in Brissie, in Ferny Grove (about 15km 
from the CBD) as the youngest of four boys. My parents 
Peter and Maryanne were public servants and super 
supportive of all us boys’ endeavours - my brothers are 
an audiologist, a doctor, an I.T. Professional and then I’m 
the black sheep of the family as the actor/performer/
singer/producer/creative type!  We had a great house on 
the edge of a creek that also had a bit of a cliff edge to 
it - perfect for many days outdoors climbing the sides and 
playing near the water.
YVC:  Tell us about your time working at Yarraville Club & 
then becoming a Board Member.
Riley: When I first moved to Melbourne I worked as a 
croupier at Crown Casino, before getting a bit sick of the 
10am finishes (nightshift!!). I had worked as a bar and 
gaming attendant in Brisbane since I was 17 (you can be 
a bartender from 14 years old in Queensland, fun fact!) 
and so this gaming experience led me to apply at the 
Yarraville Club. I was stoked to be a part of the club and 
we had a really awesome team and I loved dealing with 
the customers. I also saw the Yarraville Live and Yarraville 
Laughs brands go from strength to strength whilst I was 
there, and thought it was awesome that a community club 
had such a strong creative spirit about it. 
When there was a vacancy on the board, I jumped at the 
chance to apply because the club has been so generous 
to me both as an employee and as a customer, and I love 
being able to give back to the club by being involved at 
the board level. The great thing about the board, is every 
person on it comes from a different background and so 
gives a different perspective to shape the vision for the 
club and the community of Yarraville.
YVC:  What have you been up to since you left the Club?
Riley: Since leaving the club, I worked as a sales and 
marketing coordinator for a music university whilst 
attending auditions and doing the odd acting or musical 
gig here and there, I produced a short film by TJ Power 
‘Your Call is Important to Us’ that starred Andy Lee, David 
James and Leith McPherson; this then led me to working 
with Hamish & Andy on ‘True Story’ and then since 2017 
I’ve been working steadily in film/tv on shows like ‘The 
Weekly with Charlie Pickering’, ‘Married at First Sight’ and 
‘Hamish and Andy’s Perfect Holiday’.

YVC:  What led you to the career you are enjoying now?
Riley: During my time at the club, I went back to Brisbane 
to shoot a shortform series ‘Hitstroke FM’ under the banner 
of my company Humdrum Comedy (humdrumcomedy.
tv) which we successfully sold to Virgin Australia and New 
Zealand’s largest broadcaster TVNZ. This year, our team 
successfully sold the idea of ‘Metro Sexual’ to the Nine 
Network and so most of my time this year has been spent 
writing, producing, and acting in that series which will be 
on 9GO! and 9now from December 2019.
YVC:  You recently had huge success with  “Gilligan’s 
Island the Musical”.  How did the idea to bring this show 
to Australia come about? 
Riley:  I was in an amateur version of Gilligan’s Island when 
I was about 13, and the show always stuck with me as 
something that the audience absolutely loved! It was just 
one of those crazy ideas that I’d wanted to do since I was 
a kid, ‘Bring Gilligan’s Island: The Musical’ to Australia. I 
flew to LA in 2016 to meet with the Schwartz estate who 
at that time held the rights - creator Sherwood Schwartz 
of the Brady Bunch and Gilligan’s Island wrote the musical 
version with his son and daughter, and her partner. 
Gilligan’s still has a lot of fans so I’m really happy we were 
able to put on a successful season at Chapel off Chapel in 
Prahran, with thousands coming to see it! 
YVC:  What project are you currently most proud of?
Riley: The series coming out this year ‘Metro Sexual’ has 
an all-star cast, alongside myself there’s Geraldine Hickey, 
Joel Creasey, Jo Stanley, Ryan Shelton, Candy Bowers, 
Clayton Jacobson, Toby Truslove and many more! Getting 
a TV series up is no mean feat and it involves a lot of 
stakeholders, a lot of different investors and a huge team 
(cast and crew of about 100!!) so I am most proud of that. 
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YVC:  Describe your vision for the future of the Club and 
also your personal career.
Riley: My vision for the future of the club is we continue 
to establish ourselves as the premier arts & entertainment 
venue of the inner West, through initiatives like Yarraville 
Live, Yarraville Laughs. Also that people continue to learn 
about how Yarraville accepts people of all walks of life, 
whatever age, gender, background you come from - 
Yarraville is a place that makes everyone feel welcome. We 
are a club that constantly strives for excellence - just like 
the recently renovated bathrooms and the alfresco area, 
we are constantly working with club management on ideas 
to improve the club experience for our members. All in all, 
continuing to get that message of Yarraville’s community 
and creative spirit out there.
For my personal career, I just want to keep entertaining 
people and hopefully being able to scrape together a few 
dollars along the way!
YVC:  Thank you for taking the time to talk to us Riley, and 
we wish you lots more success in the future.
Riley:  It was my pleasure!
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WHAT YOU’VE  SEEN SO FAR…. 
The Yarraville Club have hosted a record amount of 
fantastic shows in 2019 and our partnership with James 
Young is still going strong to bring some of the best acts to 
the West.

Into our 7th Year, Diesel kicked off 2019 with a huge crowd 
any many more amazing acts to follow over the past 9 
months.  Canned Heat from the USA had the room up and 
dancing as they played all their well know hits. 

Great shows also by popular favourites Russell Morris, Bob 
Bongo Starkie, and Mental As Anything.  The premier of 

Chick Flicks and Saturday Afternoon Fever which were 
both Matthew Hardy produced shows, saw some great 
crowds attending and enjoy all shows. And how much do 
we love Fiona O’Loughlin! Will have her back anytime.

Comedy’s 7th Birthday Show had a star-studded line up 
of 12 great Comedians including Tony Martin, Marty 
Sheargold, Scared Weird Little Guys, Dave Thornton and 
many more!  It was a great night and congratulations to 
everyone involved in keeping the laughs coming and 
being able to secure such high quality acts to perform 
here.   We hope to continue this for years to come!

COMING UP…..
Great shows coming up to see out 2019 with Boom Crash 
Opera on 22nd November, No Quarter Hammer of the 
Gods Led Zeppelin on 7th December.

End the year off with us at  our NYE BASH WITH RAW 
BRIT.  Come and have some great food and dance the 
night away to all the hits from The Who, Bad Company, 
Free, The Rolling Stones and more.

Keep Rocking & Keep Laughing!

Diesel Bowie Magic Fiona O’Laughlin & Matthew 
Hardy

Dave Thornton Birthday 
Show
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The official opening of 
the building was on 29th 
January 1910, the title 
James Cuming Institute 
was added to the Yarraville 
Citizens’ Club.  
The Footscray Advertiser 
reported on the official 
opening , which was a formal 
occasion in contrast to the 
August event.  Dignitaries 
included the Mayor, 
Footscray Councillors, the 
editor of the Melbourne  
Herald and Professor Gilruth  
from Melbourne University.  James Cuming Junior spoke 
highlighting the function of the new building as an 
“educational centre” for young men.  Samuel Mauger, 
MHR Maribyrnong stressed the importance of the library 
and technical works “for the improvement of the mind”.  
In a 1974 newsletter article, D’Altera with a co-author 
described the Library as a “large well-stocked lending 
library and reading room” which included “a large table on 
which once could read the daily newspapers, weeklies and 
periodicals”.  
Access to the Library was available not only to members 
of the club but also to Yarraville men and women.  For an 
annual fee of a few shillings women could borrow books 
for a period of fourteen days.  James Cuming knew the 
value of technical literature and was self-educated in the 
area of chemistry related to the work of Cuming Smith 
& Co.  D’Altera was certainly one Club member who was 
influenced by the books he read in the Library.  He was 
a self-taught journalist and book-keeper.  His attitude 
towards learning would take him into reading subjects 
that both radicalized him and made him the Club member 
and Secretary he proved to be.  In addition, the fact that it 
was a lending Library that non-members including women 
could join, would influence the Club’s history and survival 
during the 1930’s.  
The Library as a place of learning would play itself out in 
ways that James Cuming had not imagined.

YARRAVILLE CLUB TEAM
Christopher Byrne – General Manager – manager@yarravilleclub.com.au
Scott Phillips – Operations Manager – sphillips@yarravilleclub.com.au
Rita Looke – Administration – rlooke@yarravilleclub.com.au
Rajeev Hurhungee – Head Chef – info@yarravilleclub.com.au
Tara Waterson – Restaurant Manager – FOH@yarravilleclub.com.au
Jayde Tunzi – Functions Co-Ordination – functions@yarravilleclub.com.au
James Young – Promoter – Yarraville Live – jamesyoung@cherryrock.com.au
General Enquiries – info@yarravilleclub.com.au
Main Reception – 03 9689 6033
135 Stephen Street Yarraville Vic 3013

A Club Is Built
Yarraville Citizens’ Club and James Cuming 
Institute 1909
On 28th August 1909, Councillor W.H. Fielding, Mayor 
of Footscray, laid the Foundation Stone of the Yarraville 
Citizens’ Club and James Cuming Institute.  The Architect 
was A.R.P. Crow, a Club member and a Scot like Cuming.  
Before the Stone was laid, James Cuming placed under 
it coins from half a penny to half a crown, seven coins in 
total.  The builder deposited current newspapers and 
a parchment with the historical text about the building 
and James Cuming.  Stan D’Altera described the day 
as “Yarraville’s grandest day”.  Those present included 
Members of Parliament, Footscray Councillors and many 
leading citizens.  There was also a band that headed a 
small procession from Yarraville Railway Station to the 
site.  Everyone was dressed in their Sunday best and at 
the Club there was a big tent erected for the big occasion 
with tables laden with the best food and drinks.  On 10th 
January 1910, Club members moved their furniture into 
the new building which included two billiard tables, 
furniture, library books and other chattels.  Also, James 
Cuming provided a third billiards table that was named the 
“James Cuming Table”.  

Reflections

www.yarravilleclub.com.au

James Cuming 1910
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BOOK NOW!

Enquiries – info@yarravilleclub.com.au
Main Reception – 03 9689 6033 

www.yarravilleclub.com.au

Christmas Parties & Events
Christmas Day Lunch
New Years Eve


